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State. There are several newspapers which are
edited with considerable ability, on the political
side at least, but none has a circulation sufficiently
large to make it a real power. All are more or less
parochial. The country papers, which are frankly
and necessarily local, exercise more influence than
the papers of the cities, though the circulation of
the latter is increasing.

The Southerner is reading more than he once did.
Some of the national weeklies have a considerable
circulation in the South, and the national maga-
zines are read in increasing numbers. Good book-
stores are not common, for the people generally
have not learned to buy many books since they have
been able to afford them, The women's clubs,
however, interest their members in the "best-sell-
ers" and pass these books from one to another.
Some members may always be depended upon to
purchase serious books as their contribution to the
club. The number of public libraries in the South
is considerable, and the educational administra-
tion of several of the States is striving to put a
well-selected library into every public school.x

1 North Carolina has established over five thousand of these schoo*.
libraries. The State pays one-third of the cost, the county one-third,
and the patrons of the school the remainder. Additional volumes are
furnished by the same plan.